Prater (1971) mentioned the distribution of Chousingha or Fourhorned Antelope (FHA), Tetraceros quadricornis as peninsular India south of the Himalaya where the country is wooded and hilly, but not too densely forested, and that it was not found on the Malabar Coast. Ranjitsinh (1987) reported that the range of Chousingha extends from the Terai forests and Jammu to Mudumalai Sanctuary in Tamil Nadu, though in the past it was reported even in the Palani Hills, and that it occurs in the Barda and Gir forests of Gujarat, extending eastwards to Bihar. It was never reported to occur in Orissa. Rice (1991) (Fig. 1) .
The Chousingha population of Similipal assumes significance from two respects. First, it is within the eastern-most limit for the species in the state of Orissa that remained unnoticed for a long time, and second, the population is very small, perhaps about a hundred heads, in the reserve.
FHA is included under Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 (Anon, 1997 . Rice (1991) reported that since FHA occurs in low densities and small population sizes, and has attracted little scientific attention, it was necessary to have trial efforts for techniques in genetic monitoring and conservation management. The population of FHA in Similipal Tiger Reserve forms an example to the concern expressed by Rice (1991) that with intensification and spread of human impacts FHA populations are becoming increasingly isolated. The rate of the sighting of FHA in Similipal has become occasional, and the population is subjected to adverse human impacts. Yet, FHA is considered to be safer in Similipal than anywhere else in its eastern ranges because of various management practices implemented under Project Tiger, Project Elephant, Biosphere Reserve and Ecodevelopment Scheme.
